Dissemination through mobile apps

The mobile App, Meghdoot, a joint initiative of India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD), Indian Institute of Tropical Meteor-
ology (IITM) and ICAR aims to deliver critical information to
farmers through a simple and easy to use mobile application.
Weather information and Agromet advisories are being dis-
seminated through various other apps also.
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oA web portal of
Agrimet Division has
been operational
since 2011.

e Website has also
been migrated to
cloud server enabling
quicker and broader
access to large num-
ber of users.

Evaluation of performance of GKMS
Key findings of impact study conducted by National Centre

for Applied Economic Research (NCAER) Study in 2019
for estimating the economic benefits of advisory service to
farmers during April 2018 - March 2019 are-

® 98% of surveyed farmers made modifications to at least one
of the nine critical practices based on the weather adviso-
ries. 31% farmers made modifications on all nine critical
practices.

e Average annual income of farming households which
adopted no modification worked out to be Rs. 1.98 Lakh;
Rs. 2.43 Lakh for those who modified 1 to 4 practices; Rs.
2.45 Lakh for those who modified 5 to 8 practices and Rs.
3.02 Lakh for those who adopted all the nine changes.

® 80% of the farmers receiving information on high resolution
weather events reported to have reduced losses.

e With an estimated annual income gain of Rs. 12,500 per
agricultural household belonging to Below Poverty Line
category in the rain-fed areas, due to the improvement in
weather forecasts, the total income gain is estimated at Rs.

New Initiative to Augment GKMS

e Operationalization of existing Block level AAS
e |ntegration of state govt. network weather observation data

Improved weather information for Agriculture
Development of Crop weather calendar and Pest weather
calendar in collaboration with CRIDA and SAUs to auto-
mate the advisory

e Geospatial analysis of soil moisture and soil temperature
using Agro-AWS network and other water balance compo-
nents

e Forecasting pest & disease infestation using Forewarning
models with help of ICAR Institutes

e Dissemination of advisory to the farming community
through CSCs and DoT network

e Development of a cloud-based portal with MoA&FW/ ICAR
for dissemination of weather based agro advisory

e Development of Agri-GIS for dissemination of District/Block
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Agromet Services of IMD

under Gramin Krishi Mausam

Sewa (GKMS)

Brief history of Agromet Services in India

IMD started weather services to Farmers in the
year 1945.

Agromet Advisory Services (AAS) started in 1976.
Integrated Agromet Advisory Services (IAAS) was
started in collaboration with National Centre for
Medium Range Weather Forecasting (NCMRWF)
in 2006 at district level through 130 Agromet Field
Units (AMFUSs).

IAAS launched as Gramin Krishi Mausam Sewa in
2012.

IMD in active collaboration with Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR), State Agricultural
Universities (SAUs), Indian Institute of Technology
(lITs) and other institutes started Experimental
block level advisory service in 2018.






